
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
                    
                    

                

Support Our Troops! 

A portion of the proceeds from each coin 
purchase will go to support the Fisher House 
Foundation.  
 
A Fisher House is “a home away from home” 
for families of patients receiving medical 
care at major military and VA medical 
centers, both that related to war injuries or 
“peacetime” care---to include women’s 
health and neonatal care. The homes are 
normally located within walking distance of 
the treatment facility or have transportation 
available. There are 37 Fisher Houses located 
on 18 military installations and eight VA 
medical centers. A new house is under 
construction at the James A. Haley VA 
Medical Center in Tampa, FL., and another 
Brooke Army Medical Center, San Antonio. 
  
To learn more about the Fisher 
House visit their website at: 
http://www.fisherhouse.org 

Phone: 210.404.9002 
Web site: www.awhonn-af.org 
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Purchase an AWHONN Armed 

Forces District Military 

Challenge Coin Today! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AWHONN Armed Forces Section 
4307 Knollpass 

San Antonio,TX 78247 
 
 

Phone: 210.404.9002 
E-mail: rpdurkee@msn.com 

During World War 1, American volunteers 
filled newly formed flying squadrons. Some 
were wealthy scions attending colleges such 
as Yale and Harvard who quit in mid-term to 
join the war. In one squadron, a wealthy 
lieutenant ordered medallions struck in solid 
bronze and presented them to his unit. One 
young pilot placed the medallion in a small 
leather pouch that he wore about his neck. 
 
Shortly after acquiring the medallions, the 
pilots’ aircraft was severely damaged by 
ground fire. He was forced to land behind 
enemy lines and was immediately captured by 
a German patrol. The Germans took all of his 
personal identification except for the small 
leather pouch around his neck. Taking 
advantage of a bombardment that night, he 
escaped.  
 
He succeeded in avoiding German patrols by 
donning civilian attire and reached the front 
lines. With great difficulty, he crossed no-
man's land. Eventually he made it to France. 
Not recognizing the young pilot's American 
accent, the French thought him to be a 
saboteur and made ready to execute him. He 
had no identification to prove his allegiance, 
but he did have his leather pouch containing 
the medallion. He showed the medallion to his 
would-be executioners and one of his French 
captors recognized the squadron insignia on 
the medallion.  

History of the Coin 
 

They delayed his execution long enough for him to 
confirm his identity. Instead of shooting him they 
gave him a bottle of wine. 
 
Back at his squadron, it became tradition to ensure 
that all members carried their medallion or coin at 
all times. This was accomplished through challenge 
in the following manner - a challenger would ask to 
see the medallion. If the challenged could not 
produce a medallion, they were required to buy a 
drink of choice for the member who challenged 
them. If the challenged member produced a 
medallion, then the challenging member was 
required to pay for the drink. This tradition 
continued on throughout the war and for many 
years after the war while surviving members of the 
squadron were still alive. 
 
Today, challenge coins are highly coveted; given by 
commanders to military members as a reward for 
superior performance.  
 
 

Maj Becky Cypher 
Section Chair, Air Force 

Lt Col Robert Durkee 
Secretary / Treasurer 

Maj Jill O’Rear 
Membership Coordinator 

Lt Col Kathy Carson 
Army Section Coordinator 

Lt Cdr Tani Cori 
Navy Section Coordinator 

Capt Tara Chavis 
Air Force Section Coordinator 

Order Form 
 
Pricing Options: 

 
# of 

Coins 

  
Price 

 Just a couple 1-2  6.00 

 Just a few 3-5  5.75 

 Two hand s full 6-10  5.50 

 Quite an order 11-20  5.25 

 Impressive Supporter 21-50  5.00 

 We love our Troops! >50  4.75 
 

Name 

Address 

 

 

Phone 

E-mail 

 
Method of Payment 

 Visa  MasterCard 
 
    

    

 
Credit Card No.  Expire Date 

Signature 

Section Officers 

Shipping and handling: $5.00 1-10 coins; 
$10.00 11-50 coins; > 50 coins—call for quote 


